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Old Ironsides

Commentary by
Spc. Joe Thompson
1st Armored Division PAO

large division patch and underneath that a replica of an
old ship. For those who don’t know, the ship is the
USS Constitution, nicknamed “Old Ironsides” from its
campaign during the War of 1812.

On a recent trip to Boston, I had the opportunity
to meet the crew of the oldest commissioned warship in
the U.S. Navy, and like the many sailors in Boston, I
knew as little about the ship “Old Ironsides” as they did
about the 1st Armored Division. Under the direction of
Maj. Gen. George W. Casey, 1st Armored Division
Commander, we established a friendship with the sailors
of the USS Constitution and renewed our bond with
the old ship.

The bond started back at the inception of the Ist
Armored Division in 1940, when then Division Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Bruce Magruder, named the 1st
Armored Division after the battle-proven ship. Since
then, Ist Armored Division has been historically welded
to that old frigate of the past.

If you get the chance, do a little historical research
and learn something about our history and the history
of the ship. You’ll come away with a sense of pride,

BAD KREUZNACH, Germany—Anyone walking into knowing that the division in which you serve is named
the 1st Armored Division Headquarters will notice the fairly ~ after one of the greatest ships in American history.
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