Soldiers of Co. B, 2-37 AR aid each other in
exchanging MOPP suits.

conducted a Tank Crew Proficiency
Course (TCPC). The refurbished NBC

. T e

(Above) Sgt. Victor Charvez, Co. B, 2-37 AR, NBC NCO explains proper protective mask fitting

chamber pr ovided the stage for mission- procedures. (Right) Spc. Jack Sanderson feels the effects of CS gas. (Bottom right) An M1A1 Abrams
oriented protective posture level 4 tank rolls into the refurbished gas chamber in Friedberg Training Area.

(MOPP 4) training. The training
consists of performing normal combat  for the CS gas assault. M1A1 diesel-

The tanks NBC pressurization system
is designed to allow crewmembers to
operate within the confines of the tank
without wearing a protective mask.
“I could not see any thing outside
[the tank],” said Sgt. 1st Class

Edward Buckner, third platoon,
tank commander. “I just broke the
seal of my mask to see if I could
reseal it.”

Company B’s soldiers dis-
mounted their tanks and moved
into the personnel NBC chamber.
Breaking their protective mask seals,
the soldiers practiced resealing their

masks under the stressful conditions

operations on and around a tank for turbine engines whined as the NBC
four hours in a complete chemical suit,  pressurization system filtered the gas
performing decontamination proce- and provided tank crews with safe,
dures, and entering the personnel gas breathable air.

chamber.

“The purpose of this type of

training is to give a soldier confi- “I could not see anyt/amg
dence in the protective mask. But, g .

when you are a member of a tank outside [ the tan/e] v Just
‘crew, you also have to have confi- broke the seal of my mask to
dence in your tank and its systems. : |
That is the whole concept behind see Z.f 1 could reseal 2
using the cban}ber. If a crew has no Sgt. 1st Class Edward Buckner
confidence in its equipment then

they cant perform their job,” Co. B, 2-37 AR

explained Turnacki.

After donning MOPP 4 and

performing communications checks, “They leave their masks on when
one at a time, each Company B tank they are in the tank, but they have the
moved into position inside the NBC option to take it off,” said Sgt. Victor

chamber, shut its hatches and waited Charvez, Co. B, 2-37 AR, NBC NCO.
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of a gas attack.

“I had no doubt that [the
NBC pressurization system] would
work,” Sgt. John Weber, Co. B, tank
gunner. “We just finished services, so I
knew it would work.”
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69th Chem. upgrades

orsha, 69th Chem. Co., tests her new
n equipment.

\U, Germany—The 69" Chemi-
eceived upgraded M93A1 Foxes.
Biological, Chemical, Reconnais-
NBCRS) Fox has been fitted
detection equipment, chemical
sampling equipment, marking

“This job is a lot of responsibility,” said
Pfc. Erik Schierer, OP1, 69th Chem. Co.

“The acquisition of this new equipment
helps us [IAD] become part of Force XXI. We
can now immediately alert the battlefield about
the contamination,” said Ist Lt. Bill Maltbie,
reconnaissance platoon leader, 69th Chem.




