Miguel A. Santiago coaches his grandson Miguel “Mikey” Santiago on/the fundamentals of |
racquet positioning and focusing his eyes on the ball. Miguel, who recently won the All-Armed
Forces Racquetball Tournament, has two daughters and a son that play vacquetball.. .

make perfect,

Santiago, operations sergeant for.
the 1 Armored Division Chemical
ection, won the All-Armed Forces Rac-  ~
tball Tournament and made it all the
o the quarterfinals in the U.S. Na-
hampionship Tournament in May.
olayed in three World Champion-
edaling in all three. His wife,
who also works for the division as
ecretary, says the biggest reason
cess is his consistency and his
n to practicing.

It is all about his determination,”
nda, who, along with their chil-
soes to all of his tournaments and

of his practices. “He goes to the court
play or to practice every single day. If he
cannot find someone to play, he plays
alone [performing his practice routine].
Even at the smaller tournaments, where

Europe. I try to p
tournaments as I can.
Adrian Benavides has

~ Miguel a couple times over the last
_ months. According to Benavides, during

that time his skills have improved as he
has tried to apply some of the same
strategies he has seen Miguel use.

“I have learned a lot just by playing
and watching him play,” said Benavides.
“He usually tries to beat you with three
hits. He serves it to your backhand. Then
he watches how you return the ball and
positions himself accordingly. Then on
the third shot, he goes for the kill shot by
hitting the ball low enough so that when
it comes off the back wall it is rolling on
the floor, making it impossible to return.
Even though I have gotten better using
that strategy, the most points I have ever
scored on him in a game is about 11,

playing to 15.”
According to Miguel, there is one

It came as no surprise
when they all started playing, also.
“When we were back in the
States, we used to go to tournaments all
over the place,” said Belinda. “Some of
those tournaments lasted undil 11:30 at
night, or later. But we would never have
missed it. The kids just love watching
him play that much. That is what got
them all playing. We have two 15-year-
old daughters [from previous marriages]
and an 11-year-old son, as well as one 4-
year-old grandson that play now. Our

son, Steven, has picked it up the quickest.

When we were stationed in Bad
Kreuznach, he was always at the gym
challenging soldiers who were twice his
age and three times his size to play. He
beat this one first sergeant once, but [the
first sergeant] made him promise not to

es them even

coaching himself.
“He started-
playing forfun ,
when he was
stationed in Korea, 17 years
started competing a coupl.
According to Miguel, h
watching other peopl
gently practicing all

He is no str
having coached th
tional Racquetball
medal at the 99 P
Canada. Miguel h
for five years before
opportunity to coac
like to make the team
next games.

“When he trains and
is very serious,” said Belinda.
take it easy on me just because I am

.. and over again

wife. He is a little bit easier on the kids, but

not much. He does have more patience
with our grandson, Mikey.”

Miguel “Mikey” Santiago, 4, is not
much taller than his racquet. But he can
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ve times in a row.

with a one-handed

ing me, if he

g like he has,

have dedicated many, many hours of
practice towards getting myself to this level,”
said Miguel. “Racquetball is like most other
individual sports. The only way to get better
is to make the time to practice.”

layer, maybe



