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First of all, I want you to know
that it’s a privilege to be here. After
serving two consecutive tours in 2nd

Brigade, from 1992 to 1998, this is
like coming back home.

We all know this is a challeng-
ing time. Every 1st Armored Division
soldier – probably every American –
has been touched by the tragedy of
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

If you listen to what President
Bush, Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld
and Secretary of the Army White
have said, you’ll know that this
could be a long war. It’s very likely
that every soldier will be called on to
do his or her part before this is over.
At this time, 1st Armored Division
doesn’t have a front-line role in that

war, but we need to continue to prepare
and hone our combat skills, so that we
are ready if or when we are called up.

For the time being, we all have a
major role in combating terrorism and
safeguarding our installations, soldiers,
family members and civilians here in
Germany.

For all the soldiers who are pulling
guard duty, I want to thank you all for
performing your duties in a professional
manner. I know you are pulling long
shifts. I’m sure at times it seems like a
thankless duty. Know that everybody
appreciates what you are doing and the
importance of your mission.

But, just because the guards are
doing their jobs, doesn’t mean we can
let down our guard. Each of us –
soldier, family member or civilian – is a
member of the guard force protecting
our communities. We are lucky to live
in communities where the German
people are so hospitable and support-
ive, but we must still take precautions
and remain vigilant.

In recent weeks, a few of our
soldiers have been involved in situa-
tions where they believed they may
possibly have been terrorist targets.
Luckily, nothing bad came from these
incidents, but each incident rein-

forced the need for all of us to stay
alert to what’s going on around us.

We all need to practice good force
protection measures. These are simple
things like varying our routes to and
from work and inspecting your car
every day before getting in it. When
you are out in your neighborhood,
please look out for suspicious persons
and vehicles, as well as packages left
unattended. If you see something or
someone that looks suspicious, report
it to the military police.

If you are planning to travel in
Europe, try to blend in with the local
nationals. It’s also a good idea to check
out the situation first. One of the best
ways to do this is by logging on to
http://travel.state.gov. This official
U.S. government internet site lays out
all of the restrictions and force protec-
tions levels for every country in the
world. It’s well worth checking before
you start your trip.

 Even when you are just traveling
around your community, please con-
tinue to cooperate with the gate
guards. I know it may be the fifth time
you’ve had your car inspected that day,
but they are only doing their jobs:
looking out for your safety.

           Iron Soldiers!
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Command Sgt. Maj. Michael D. Bush

1AD NCO
wins weightlifting
championship
Master Sgt. Carlos A.
Lewis, G-2 operations
sergeant, stands tall after
winning the Master’s
World Powerlifting
Championship in
Moosejaw, Saskatchewan,
Canada. Lewis squatted
565 pounds, bench pressed
345 pounds, and dead
lifted 517 pounds en route
to winning the 165-pound
weight class, Oct. 22.
Lewis has competed in
weightlifting for 15 years.
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Cover: 1st Battalion, 4th Field Artillery Regiment, blasts
targets from the sky on the beach of Putlos, Germany. The
1st Armored Division hosted air defense soldiers from
USAREUR in the gunnery exercise held September 2001.
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