


POLICY:  Commanders will conduct annual leader training, suicide prevention training, and stress management training to reduce this serious risk.  In the case of suicides, suicide attempts or gestures, commanders will conduct the appropriate level of AAR conducted IAW the 1st Armored Division Suicide Prevention SOP.
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1.  References:





a.  Army Regulation 600-63, Army Health Promotion.





b.  USAREUR Regulation 600-70, USAREUR Suicide prevention Program.





c.  USAREUR Pamphlet 40-6, Leaders’ Guide to Suicide Prevention.





d.  Department of the Army Pamphlet 165-14, Leadership:  Prevention of Suicide and the Moral Aspect of Safety.





e.  Department of the Army Pamphlet 600-70, U.S. Army’s Guide to the Prevention of Suicide.





f.  1st Armored Division Suicide Prevention SOP.





2.  Suicide is the third leading cause of death among soldiers and suicide attempts are a significant detriment to unit morale and cohesion.  I believe that almost all suicides are preventable when the soldier’s commander has a viable suicide prevention program.  Paying attention to indicators, knowing soldiers and providing leadership is the best prevention.


 


3.  Commanders, use the many professionals available—your Chaplain, Mental Health Professionals, Social Work Services, Community Counseling Centers, Family Advocacy and Army Community Services.  Conduct annual leader training, unit suicide training, and unit stress management training.  Include this training as part of in-processing.  Report all suicides and attempts promptly IAW CIR reporting procedures.  In the case of suicides, suicide attempts or gestures, I want the appropriate level of AAR conducted IAW the 1st Armored Division Suicide Prevention SOP.





4.  Commanders with trained professionals will provide treatment for those who attempt suicide and assist the unit, family, and friends involved with someone who has committed or attempted suicide.  Whenever possible, return to duty those soldiers who have successfully recovered from an attempted suicide.











	


							GEORGE W. CASEY, JR.


							Major General, USA


							Commanding
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